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(b) Petitions by former commissioned officers or
midshipmen to change the character of, and/or the reason for,
their discharge; or,

(c) such ar_hQr pQtitians in thp dptprmin::ltian af
the Office of the Secretary or the Executive Director, warrant
Secretarial review.

(3) The Executive Director after ensuring compliance with
the above conditions, will announce final decisions on
applications decided under this section.

section 7. ACTION BY THE SECRETARY

a. GENERAL. The record of proceedings, eycept in cases
finalized by the Board under the authority delegated in Section
6e, and those denied by the Board without a hearing, will be
forwarded to the Secretary who will direct such action as he or
she determines to be appropriate, which may include the return of
the record to the Board for further consideration. Those cases
returned for further consideration shall be accompanied by a
brief out the reasons for such action along
with any specific instructions. If the Secretary's decision is
to deny relief, such decision shall be in writing and, unless he
or she expressly in whole or in part the findings,
conclusions and recommendations of the Board, or a minority
report, shall include a brief statement of the grounds for
denial. See section 3e(4) of these procedures.

b. MILITARY WHISTLERBLOWER PROTECTION ACT. The Secretary will
ensure that decisions in cases involving the Military

Protection Act are issued within 180 days arter
receipt of the case and will, unless the full relief requested is
granted, inform applicants of their right to request review of
the decision by the Secretary of Defense. Applicants will also
be informed:

(1) Of the name and address of the official to whom the
request for review must be submitted.

(2) That the request for review must be submitted within
90 after receipt of the decision by the secretary or the
Navy.
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(3) That the request for review must be in writing and
include:

(a) The applicant's name, address and telephone
number;

(b) A copy of the application to the Board and the
final decision of the Secretary of the Navy;

(c) A statement of the specific reasons the applicant
is not satisfied with the decision of the Secretary of the Navy.

(4) That the request must be based on the Board record;
request for review based on factual allegations or evidence not
previously presented to the Board will not be considered under
this paragraph but may be the basis for reconsideration by the
Board under Section 9.

section 8. STAFF ACTION

a. TRANSMITTAL OF FINAL DECISIONS GRANTING RELIEF

(1) If the final decision of the Secretary is to grant
the applicant's request for relief the record of proceedings
shall be returned to the Board for disposition. The Board shall
transmit the finalized record of proceedings to proper naval
authority for appropriate action. similarly final decisions of
the Board granting the applicant's request for relief under the
authority delegated in Section 6e, shall also be forwarded to the
proper naval authority for appropriate action.

(2) The Board shall transmit Q copy of the record of
proceedings to the proper naval authority for filing in the
applicant's service record except where the effect of such action
would be to nullify the relief granted. In such cases no
reference to the Board's decision shall be made in the service
record or files of the applicant and all copies of the record of
proceedings and any related papers shall be forwarded to the
Board and retained in a file maintained for this purpose.

(3) The addressees of such decisions shall report
compliance therewith to the Executive Director.

Enclosure (1)
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(4) Upon receipt of the record of proceedings after final
action by the Secretary, or by the Board acting under the
authority contained in section 6e, the Board shall communicate
the decision to the applicant. The applicant is entitled, upon
request, to receive a copy of the Board's findings, conclusions
and recommendations.

b. TRANSMITTAL OF FINAL DECISIONS DENYING RELIEF. If the final
decision of the Secretary or the Board is to deny relief, the
following materials will be made available to the applicant:

(1) A statement of the findings, conclusions, and
recommendations made by the Board and the reasons therefor;

(2) Any advisory opinions considarad by tha Board;

(3) Any minority reports; and

(4) Any material prepared by the Secretary as required in
section 7. Moreover, applicant shall also be informed that the
nam¢ and final vote of each Board member will be furnished or
made available upon request and that he/She may SUbmit new and
material evidence or other matter for further consideration.

Section 9. RECONSIDERATION. After final adjudication, further
consideration will be granted only upon presentation by the
applicant of new and material evidence or other matter not
previously considered by the Board. New evidence is defined as
evidence not previously considered by the Board and not
reasonably available to the applicant at the time of the previous
application. Evidence is material if it is likely to have a
sUbstantial errect on the outcome. All requests for further
consideration will be initially screened by the Executive
Director of the Board to determine whether new and material
evidence or other matter (including, but not limited to, any
factual allegations or arguments why the relief should be
granted) has been submitted by the applicant. If such eviden~e

or other matter has been submitted, the request shall be
forwarded to the Board for a decision. If no such evidence or
other matter has been submitted, the applicant will be informed
that hiS/her request was not considered by the Board because it
did not contain new and material evidence or other matter.
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section 10. SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS

a. AUTHORITY

(1) The Department of the Navy is authorized under 10
U.S.C. § 1552 to pay Claims tor amounts aue to applicants as a
result of corrections to their naval records.

(2) The Department of the Navy is not authorized to pay
any claim heretofore compensated by Congress through enactment of
a private law, or to pay any amount as compensation for any
benefit to which the claimant might subsequently become entitled
under the laws and regulations administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs.

b. APPLICATION FOR SETTLEMENT

(1) Settlement and payment of claims shall be made only
upon a claim of the person whose record has been corrected or
legal representative, heirs at law, or beneficiaries. Such claim
for settlement and payment may be filed as a separate part of the
application for correction of the record.

(2) When the person whose record has been corrected is
deceased, and where no" demand is presented by a duly appointed
legal representative of the estate, payments otherwise due shall
be made to the surviving spouse, heir or beneficiaries, in the
order prescribed by the law applicable to that kind of payment,
or if there is no such law covering order of payment, in the
order set forth in 10 U.S.C. § 2771; or as otherwise prescribed
by the law applicable to that kind of payment.

(3) Upon request, the applicant or applicants shall be
required to furnish requisite information to determine their
status as proper parties to the claim for purposes of payment
under applicable provisions of law.

c. SETTLEMENT

(1) Settlement of claims shall be upon the basis of the
decision and recommendation of the Board, as approved by the
Secretary or his designee. Computation of the amounts due shall
be made by the appropriate disbursing activity. In no case will
the amount found due exceed the amount which would otherwise have
been paid or have become due under applicable laws had no error
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or injustice occurred. Earnings received from civilian
employment, self employment or any income protection plan for
such employment during any period for which active duty pay and
allowances are payable will be deducted from the settlement. To
th~ ~yt~nt authorizQd by law and rQgulation, amounts found due
may be reduced by the amount of any existing indebtedness to the
Government arising from military service.

(2) Prior to or at the time of payment, the person or
persons to whom payments are to be made shall be advised by the
disbursing activity of the nature and amount of the various
benefits represented by the total settlement and shall be advis~d

further that acceptance of such settlement shall constitute a
complete release by the claimants involved of any claim against
the united st~tps on account of thQ corrQction of the record.

d. REPORT OF SETTLEMENT. In every case where payment is
made, the amount of such payment and the names of the payee or
payees shall be reported to the Executive Director.

Section 11. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

a. EXPENSES. No expenses of any nature whatsoever
voluntarily incurred by the applicant, counsel, witnesses, or by
any other person in the applicant's behalf, will be paid by the
Government.

b. INDEXING OF DECISIONS

(1) Documents sent to each applicant and counsel in
accordance with Sections 3e(5) and 8a(4), above together with the
record of the votes or Board memners and all other statements of
findings, conclusions and recommendations made on final
determination of an application by the Board or the Secretary
will be indexed and promptly made available for public inspection
and copying at the Armed Forces Discharge Review/correction
Boards Reading Room located on the Concourse of the Pentagon
Building in Room 2E123, Washington, DC.

(2) All documents made available for public inspection
and copying shall be indexed in a usable and concise form so as
to enable the pUblic to identity those cases similar in issue
together with the circumstances under and/or reasons for which
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the Board and/or Secretary have granted or denied relief. The
index shall be pUblished quarterly and shall be available for
public inspection and distribution by sale at the Reading Room
lecat~d en th~ Concours~ of the Pentagon Building in Room 2E123,
Washington, DC. Inquiries concerning the index or the Reading
Room may be addressed to the Chief, Micromation Branch/Armed
Forces Discharge Review/correction Boards Reading Room, Crystal
Mall 4, 1941 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arling~on, Virginia 22202.

(3) To the extent necessary to prevent a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, identifying details of
the applicant and other persons will be deleted from the
documents made available for public inspection and copying.
Names, addresses, social security numbers and military service
numbers must be deleted. Deletions of other information which is
privileged or classified may be made only if a written statement
of the basis for such deletion is made available for public
inspection.

Date '31t~ Ire
; I

Date /11 k~ 91
. ;
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APPLICATION FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARV RECORD
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 10, U.S, CODE, SECTION 1552

(Please read insrructions on reverse side BEFORE completing applicarion.)

!=orm Approycd

OMB No. 0704·0003
Expires Aug 31, 2000

The ~ubllc reporting burd'" lor this callecUon at InformaCion it 'Sll,:"ar~d Co average .30 minutlts D~ 'Isponse. Including thl Ume lor reviewing in~UuctioflS. searching exiSllng dlII sources,
galh.rlng and mainlaining lh, data needed. Ind comcJeting and rlvl8W1ng the collection ot Intormatlon, Send comments reaardln9 lhis b~rden estimate or any ~ther aspec~ at this collectIon
01 informalion, including suggesrlons ror r.ducing the burden. (0 Oepartment 01 Delense. Washington Headquarters Sarvle,os. DIH!ctoralB for Info'".lauon Operations and Rpf\otls
(0704.0003), 1215 Jelte'son Davi, Highway, Suite 1204. Allington, VA ~2202-4302. ,Respondents should ,be a.....are that notwllhslandlng any other prOVIsIon of law, no person shall be
subject to any penaltv lOt failing to complv wilh i1 collection of InlOlmatlon It It don not display a currentlv valid OMB control number.
PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE ABOVE ADDRESS. RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO THE APPROPRIATE ADDRESS ON THE BACK
OF THIS PAGE.

AUTHORITY: Tille 10 US Code 1552. EO 9397.

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT

ROUTINE USEIS): None.

PRINCIPAL PURPOSE: To initiate an application for correction of
military rC1;;o,-d. The forrn i:. u:»cd by OOClrd rnembcr~ for revicyv of

pertinent information in making a determination of relief through
correction of a military record.

1. APPLICANT DATA

DISCLOSURE: Voluntary; however. failure to provide identifying
information may impede pro(;c:);:iinS of thi;:i npplil;;;ution. The

request for Social Security number is strictly to assure proper
identificalion of the individual and appropriate records.

b. NAME ILast, First, Middle Initiall IPlease print!

8. BRANCH OF SERVICE IX onel I ARMY I NAVY

c. PRESENT PAY GRADE

AIR FORCE I MARINE CORPS I I COAST GU~

d. SERVICE NUMBER Ilf app~icablel 8. SSN

2. TYPE OF DISCHARGE Ilf by court·mertiill, stele
type of court!

3. PRESENT STATUS. IF ANY. WITH RESPECT
TO THE ARMED SERVICES IActive duty,
Retired. Reserve. etc.!

4. DATE OF DISCHARGE OR RELEASE

FROM ACTIVE DUTY

5. ORGANIZATION AT TIME OF ALLEGED ERROR IN RECORD 6. I DESIRE TO APPEAR BEFORE THE BOARD IN WASHINGTON. D.C.
INo expense to the Governmenrl IX onel

IlYES nNO

1-7.:.,..-::C:::O-:-:::U.;.-N:..:S:..:E:.:L:",:,:,"""fa:.:n.:.;y:.:;I-::-:-::--c-:-:-,,--- ---1 b. ADDRESS IStreet. Apartment Number, City, State and ZIP Codel
3. NAME ILasr. First. Middle Iniriall

9. I REQUEST THe rOklOWINO CORRECTION OF ERROR OR INJUSTICE;

9. I BELIEVE THE RECORD TO BE IN ERROR OR UNJUST IN THE FOLLOWING PARTICULARS:

10. IN SUPPORT OF THIS APPLICATION I SUBMIT AS EVIDENCE THE FOLLOWING: Ilf Veterans Administration records are pertinenr ro your case.

give Regional Office locarion and Claim Number.!

11. ALLEGED ERROR OR INJUSTICE

3. DATE OF DISCDVERY b. IF MORE THAN THREE YEARS SINCE THE ALLEGED ERROR OR INJUSTICE WAS DISCOVERED, STATE WHY THE BOARD

SHOULD FIND IT IN THE INTEREST OF JUSTICE TO CONSIDER THIS APPLICATION.

12. APPLICANT MUST SIGN IN ITEM Hi. IF THE RECORD IN QUESTION IS THAT OF A DECEA::it:U UH IN\.;UMt't:I t:NI t't:H:;UN, It:tiAL
PROOF OF DEATH OR INCOMPETENCY MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION. IF APPLICATION IS SIGNED BY OTHER THAN APPLICANT.
INDICATE RELATIONSHIP OR STATUS BY MARKING APPROPRIATE BOX,

I SPOUSE n WIDOW n WIDOWER n NEXT OF KIN n lEGAL REPRESENTATIV~()l"f_IERISpecify! ~
13. I MAKE THE FOREGOING STATEMENTS. AS PART OF MY CLAIM. WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE OF THE PENALTIES INVOLVED FOR

WILLFULLY MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT OR CLAIM. IU.S. Code. Title 18, Sec. 287, 1001, provides thilt an individual shell be fined under this
title or imprisoned nor more rhan 5 years, or borh.!

14.a. COMPLETE CURRENT ADDRESS. INCLUDING ZIP CODE IApplicanr should forward norification of all changes DOCUMENT NUMBER
of address.! b. TELEPHONE NUMBER Iinciude 100 not write in this spece.!

Area Codel

15. DATE SIGNED 16. SIGNATURE (Applicant must sign here.!

DO FORM 149. SEP 1997 PREVIOUS EDITION IS OBSOLETE. Enclosure (2)



INSTRUCTIONS
(All d:H~ $houltJ b" typed 0' p,in,edl

1. For detailed information see: Air Force Instruction 36·2603; Army Regulation 15·185; Coast Guard, Code of Federal Regulations;
Title 33. Part 52; or Navy. Code Of Federal Regulations; Title 32. Part 723.

2. Submit only original of this form.

3. Complete all items. If the Question is not applicable, mark "None."

4. If space is insufficient, use 'Remarks' or attach additional sheet.

5. Various veterans' and service organizations furnish counsel without charge. These organizations prefer that arrangements for
representation be made through local posts or chapters.

6. List all attachments and enclosures.

7. ITEMS 6 AND 7. Personal appearance of you and your witnesses or representation by counsel is not required to ensure full and impartial
consideration of applications. Appearances and representations are permitted, at no expense to the Government, when a hearing is
autnorizell.

8. ITEM 8. State the specific correction of record desired.

9. ITEM 9. In order to justify correction of a military record, it is necessary for you to show to the satisfaction of the Board, or it must
otherwise satisfactorily appear, that the alleged entry or omission in the record was in error or unjust. Evidence may include affidavits or
signed testimony of Witnesses. executed under oath, and a brief of arguments supporting application. All evidence not already included
in your record must be submitted by you. The responsibility for securing new evidence rests with you.

10. ITEM 11. 10 U.S.C, 1552b provides that no correction may be made unless request is made within three years after the discovery of the
error or injustice, but that the Board'may excuse failure to file within three years after discovery if it finds it to be in the interest of justice.

MAIL COMPL!=T!=D APPLICATIONS TO APPROPRIATE ADDRESS BELOW

ARMY

(For Active Duty Personnel)
Army Board for the Corrf'!ction of Military Records

1941 Jefferson Davis Highway, 2nd Floor
Arlington, VA 22202-4508

(For Other than Active Duty Personnel)
Army Review Boards Agency
Support Division, St. Louis
ATTN: SFMR-RBR-SL
9700 Page Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63132·5200

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

Board for Correction of Naval Records
2 Navy Annex
Washington, DC 20370-5100

COAST GUARD

Chairman
Soard for Correotion of Military Rccord;, (C-GO)

Department of Transportation
400 7th St.. SW
Washington, DC 20590

AIR FORCE

Board for Correction of Air Force Records
SAF/MIB
550-C Street West, Suite 40
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4742

17. REMARKS (Applicant has exhausted 8/1 administrative channels in seeking this correction and has been cDun~eledby 11 representative of his/her servicing
mJlUary oe/sonnel office. (Applicable only to active duty and reserve personnel.)} .

DO FORM 149 (BACK). SEP 1997
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AN APPLICANT'S GUIDE TO THE
BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF NAVAL RECORDS (BCNR)

This guide explains how to apply to BCNR for a correction of your
naval record and describes the basic procedures that will be used
to process your application.

1. BCNR'S STATUTORY AUTHORITY. Title 10 of the United States
Code, Section 1552 authorizes the Secretary of the Navy to
correct a servicemember's naval record when "necessary to correct
an error or remove an inju~tice." In exercising this authority
the Secretary is required to act through a board composed of Navy
civilians who initially review and evaluate an applicant's claim
of error or injustice. The Navy's rules and regUlations which
implQmQnt thQ basic provisions of the statute are set forth in
SECNAV Instruction 5420.l!L.

2. WHO MAY APPL~TO_BCNR. Any current or former member of the
Navy or Marine Corps may apply for a correction of his/her naval
record. A servicemember's spouse, parent, heir or legal
representative may also apply if the servicemember is deceased,
incapacitated or hiS/her whereabouts is unknown.

3. WHEN TO APPLY

a. Since BCNR is the highest echelon of review within the
Department of the Navy for virtually all adverse military
personnel actions, an applicant must exhaust all available
administrative remedies before applying to BCNR. The most common
examples of these other administrative appeals are as follows:

(1) Requests for an upgrade of a discharge which is less
than 15 years old and not awarded by a general court-martial must
be submitted first to the Navy Discharge Review Board (NDRB) on
DD 293.

(2) Requests by Marine Corps personnel for removal or
change of a fitness report must be submitted first to the
Performance Evaluation Review Board (PERB) at Headquarters Marine
Corps in accordance with MCO 1610.11A (NOTAL).

(3) Requests for a change of a Navy reenlistment code
must be submitted first to the Bureau of Naval Personnel (Pers­
254). Requests involving Marine Corps reenlistment codes should
bQ SQnt to Headquarters MQrine Corp5 (Code MMER).
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b. BCNR has a statute of limitations requiring that
applications be submitted within 3 years after disco~ery of t~e
error or injustice. This time limit may be excused lf BCNR flnds
that it would oerve the interest of justice to do so.
Consequently if you are late you ,must explain why.y~u w~ited for
more than 3 years after discoverlng the error or lnJustlce ~o.
file your application, and request a waiver of the 3-year 11mlt
using block lIb of the application form.

4. HOW TO APPLY

a. To apply to BCNR you must submit a signed DD 149 which
bears the official title, APPLICATION FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY
RECORD UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 10, U.S. CODE, SECTION 1552.
You may obtain a DO 149 from most personnel or legal offices.
You may also obtain a DD 149 by writing to BCNR. Your request
should be addressed to: Board for Correction of Naval Records, 2
Navy Annex, Washington, D.C. 20370-5100. 'You may also telephone
BCNR at area code (703) 614-1402 or DSN 8-224-1402 between the
hours of 7:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. Eastern Time, Monday through
Friday.

b. The instructions for completing the application appear on
the reverse side of the form and are self explanatory. However a
word of caution is in order. Although you may ask for the
opportunity to personally appear before BCNR in order to explain
you~case by checking YES in block 6, you should also und~r~tand

that BCNR is under no legal obligation to grant such a request
and in most cases does not do so. Consequently it is important
for you to give special attention to the written information
requested in blocKs 9 and 17 of the application. In block 9 you
should clearly identify the error or injustice in your naval
record and the action that you want BCNR to take to remedy the
situation. In block 17 you should set forth the events that led
to the error or injustice and explain why you believe the
treatment you received was erroneous or unfair. If the space
provided in blocks 9 and 17 is not large enough you may use a
separate piece of paper and attach it to the application.

5. EVIDENCE OF ERROR OR INJUSTICE

a. An application for correction of a naval record will not
be granted unless the record itself contains or the applicant
provides ~ubstantial evidence which persuades BCNR that he/she
was the victim of an error or injustice. Absent such evidence
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BCNR will presume that Navy and Marine Corps authorities have
properly discharged their official duties and the application
will therefore be denied.

b. In order to prove that you were victim of an error or
injustice you should start by providing the information called
for in blocks 9 and 17 of the 00 149. See section 4b of this
guide for an explanation of the information to be supplied.
Additionally, attach copies of your records or other official
documents that support your claim of error or injustice as well
as signed statements from persons who have first hand knOWledge
of the events that resulted in the error or injustice.

6. ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE TO APPLICANTS

a. Although most applicants represent themselves, some
retain the services of a private attorney. Mn~t nft~n this
occurs in cases having complex factual or legal issues. Should
you decide to have an attorney represent you, it will be your
responsibility to pay for all legal expenses and you will not be
reimbursed by the Navy even if BCNR finds an error or injustice
in your record.

b. Veterans' service organizations at the local, state and
national level are also available for consultation and will act
as your representative before BCNR. Among the many national
service organizations that prnvid~ assistanc~ ar~ the American
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American Veterans,
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Vietnam Veterans of America and
the Order of the Purple Heart.

c. In addition to veterans' service organizations many
members of Congress have on their staffs persons who specialize
in offering advice and guidance on matters affecting
servicemembers and veterans, and who would be more than willing
to assist you in filing an application.

d. BCNR's professional staff is also available to answer
any questions you may have regarding the filing of an
application. Inquiries may be made in writing or by telephone.
BCNR'S mailing address and telephone are listed in section 4a of
this guide:
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e. If you decide to have someone represent you, you should
list that person's name, mailing address and phone number where
he or she can be reached during the day in block 7 of the
application form. You should also understand that it is BCNR's
usual practicQ to dQal dirQctly with your n~m~d rpprp~pnt~t;vp

rather than with you.

7. ADVISORY OPINIONS. After receiving your application a BCNR
attorney or records examiner will conduct a preliminary review of
its contents to determine whether or not an advisory opinion
should be obtained from other naval authorities. If an advisory
opinion is furnished to BCNR recommending that your application
be denied, a copy will be forwarded to you and you will have 30
days in which to respond. You may request additional time if you
fpPl yOll nppc'! it~ PlpasE> undprst"and that BCNR i~ not obligatpd
to follow the opinions and recommendation expressed in the
advisory opinion. Rather, it will analyze the contents of the
advisory opinion as it would any other evidentiary item and then
make an independent determination as to whether or not your
request should be granted based on the total evidence or record.

8. REACHING A DECISION. Your application will be presented Lo d

three-member panel by a staff attorney or records examiner who
will provide technical advice and explain the issues. A
supervisory attorney will also be present and act as recorder.
Neither you nor your named representative will be present at
these proceedings which are known as "executive sessions."
Following an examination of the evidence and discussion of the
issues the panel will decide by majority vote whether to deny
your application, recommend that it be granted in whole or in
part or hold a formal hearing at which you may appear either in
per50n, or by cuunsel OL your selection, or in person with
counsel.

a. Should the panel vote to hold a formal hearing the BCNR
staff will provide you written notice of the time and place of
the hearing. You will also be provided with detailed
instructions as to the manner in which the hearing will be
conducted.

b. If the panel votes to deny your application you will be
notified in writing OL the panel's decision and the reason for
its action.
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c. If the panel votes to grant complete or partial relief a
written report of the panel's proceedings will be forwarded to
the Secretary of the Navy or his designee for final approval. If
the Secretary approves the panel's report you will be notified in
writing and your record will be corrected. Additionally a copy
of the report will be forwarded to finance officials who will
determine if you are entitled to any monetary benefits. If the
Secretary disapproves the panel's recommendation he will do so in
w~itiny dnd 5et rorth the basis ror his disapproval. A copy ot
the panel's report and the Secretary's action will be sent to
you.

9. RECONSIDERATION. You are entitled to have BCNR reconsider
the decision in your case upon presentation of new and material
evidence or other matter not previously considered.
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